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Imperialism + the 
Americas
- Imperialism is the AGGRESSIVE building of 

an empire.

- Colonialism is apart of this ‘aggressive’ 
building as colonizing is the settlement of 
land with the purpose and intent of a 
Mother nation. 

- There is a long and complicated history of 
these ideologies. They also have a long 
standing effect in the way Canada was 
constructed. 

- Can you think of any problems that will 
arise in the Americas now that we know 
what these terms mean? 



Imperial Nations take-over (Recap) 

Spain 
Spain occupied the Americas 
(Caribbean)

- Mid 18th century, the largest 
empire. 

- Didn’t really colonize; not very 
strong at maintaining power.

- 1775 a small colony was set up 
in Nootka Sound, quickly 
dismantled.

- Spain will leave the NW Coast in 
1775. 

Portugal

Portugal occupied Africa parts 
of Asia, and Brazil. 

- They established dominance 
(Spain and Portugal) as the 
Pope allowed them to take 
ownership of these lands. 

- These nations are CATHOLIC, 
hence why the Pope was such 
an authority. 

Dutch 

Dutch established 
themselves in the Dutch 
West Indies. 

-Henry Hudson (English but 
worked for the Dutch) 
explored the Hudson River.

- DID set up colonies, New 
Amsterdam = New York. 

- Ran propriety colonies, the 
purpose was to create profit 

from the resources.

.
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Imperial Nations take-over (Recap) 

France
- New France was established in 
1663 (you may remember this 
from Grade 8)

- There was a working relationship 
between the First Nations and the 
French. Customs and trading 
rituals were in place and a 
relationship developed. 

Great Britain 
- Mapped around the Dutch 
settlements in America, North 
and South (Atlantic coast).

- They occupied most of the 
Atlantic Coast, known as the 13 

Colonies. 



13 
Colonies
(Pre-American 

Revolution) 



Colonies

(Virginia/Maryland/Delaware)

- British will establish in Jamestown, 
Virginia and Baltimore.

- These are propriety colonies., 
Virginia was a grant from the King 

to help settle colonist while 
allowing them to profit off of 

resources. 

New England Colonies

(Massachusetts/Connecticut/R. 
Island)

- Established by Puritans and pilgrims 
fleeing England 

- They were free to own land and 
practice their religions without fear of 

prosecution

Middle Colonies 

- Dutch surrender these colonies to 
the English, allowing all the colonies 
to connect.

- Today, New York and New Jersey 

Southern Colonies

(N+S Carolinas)

- Farming large plantations was the 
major economy of the south. 

- Focus was growing cash crops, 
tobacco, and cotton. 

- Who was labouring in these 
fields?



Factors Behind Imperialism 

• Colonies were set up and run by Governors
from the home country, this was restrictive for 
those living in the colonies. 

• Britain allowed intercolonial trade but duty 
was paid to the British government.

• Imperialism is linked to prejudice, mainly 
because Europeans saw these new lands as 
“new” and uninhabited.. 

• Indigenous peoples were seen as those that 
needed to be civilized...
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Background on Slavery 

• Slavery is forced labour and was introduced 
first by the Portuguese and Spanish

• First slaves were Indigenous peoples, but many 
will die from small-pox and other diseases. 

• Therefore, more slave labour were needed, 
hence African’s were captured and used to 
farm the cash crops 
(sugar carne, tobacco and cotton).

• Slavery was LEGAL in the late 17th century, 
making slaves legal property. Slavery  became 
an integral part of the British colonial economy.  





The Seven Years War
“The Battle for the Continent” 

• The Seven Years' War (1756–63) was the first 
global war, fought in Europe, India, and America, 
and at sea. 

• In North America, imperial rivals Britain and 
France struggled for supremacy. Early in the war, 
the French (aided by Canadian militia and 
Indigenous allies) defeated several British 
attacks and captured a number of British forts. 

• In 1758, the tide turned when the British 
captured Louisbourg, followed by Québec City in 
1759 and Montréal in 1760. With the Treaty of 
Paris of 1763, France formally ceded Canada to 
the British. 

• The Seven Years’ War therefore laid 
the bicultural foundations of modern Canada.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/louisbourg/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/quebec-city/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/montreal/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/treaty-of-paris-1763/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/biculturalism/


War in Europe? 
Alliances…

• The Seven Years' War pitted the alliance of 
Britain, Prussia and Hanover against the 
alliance of France, Austria, Sweden, Saxony, 
Russia, and eventually Spain. (ALLIANCES)

• The war was driven by the commercial and 
imperial rivalry between Britain and France, 
and by the antagonism between Prussia 
(allied to Britain) and Austria (allied to 
France). 

• However, the main British war aim was to 
destroy France as a commercial rival, and they 
therefore focused on attacking the French 
navy and colonies overseas. 

• France, which was heavily committed to 
fighting on the European continent, had few 
resources to spare for its colonies. France 
found itself committed to fighting in Europe 
to defend Austria, which could do nothing to 
aid France overseas.





Hostilities in North 
America

• Hostilities began in 1754 in the 
Ohio Valley, which both the 
French and British had claimed. 
In 1753, the French built 
fortifications in the area to 
strengthen their claim. 

• In response, the governor of 
Virginia (then a British colony) 
sent militia colonel George 
Washington to the Ohio frontier. 
Washington ambushed a small 
French detachment, but was 
subsequently defeated by a 
larger French force.

• Even though war had not yet 
been officially declared, the 
British began planning an assault 
against the French in America.



After the Ohio 
Valley…

Other regiments would be raised 
in the colonies, and a four-
pronged attack would be 

launched against Niagara, Fort 
Beauséjour on the border of Nova 

Scotia, Fort Duquesne on the 
Ohio River, and Fort Saint-

Frédéric on Lake Champlain (in 
what is now New York state).

On learning of these movements, 
the French ordered six battalions 

to reinforce Louisbourg
and Canada.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/fort-niagara/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/fort-beausejour/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/nova-scotia/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/fort-duquesne/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/lake-champlain/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/louisbourg/




The 7 Year War
‘The Battle for the Continent’

- Results from this war (between Britain and 
France) ultimately place North America in 
the hand of Britain. 

- The war started in 1756 in North America 
and actually lasted 9 years, some argue up 
to 24 years. 

- In 1744, New France had a population of 
43,000 and the British population was at 1 
million. The British wanted to expand past 
the Thirteen Colonies to establish more 
land for trading purposes. 

- The clash begins in the Ohio Valley, 
between George Washington (British Red 
Coats) In 1754

- The French were well allied with the 
Indigenous peoples, and when attacked, the 
French decimated the British who 
attempted to take the forts from the 
French.

https://thedetailedhistory.com/the-french-indian-war-ends-1763/


The Seven Years 
War

•The French beat 
the British… 

the British are not 
happy about this.

(p.247)



The Tide Turns
In 1758, the tide of war turned against the 
French, with the British launching several 

major attacks on French posts. 

In July, Major-General James Abercromby, 
with an army of over 15,000 British and 
American troops, attacked Fort Carillon 

(Ticonderoga), but was defeated by Montcalm
and a force of only 3,800 men. However, the 

British also launched a successful attack 
on Louisburg that summer, which opened up 

the St. Lawrence River to British ships. 

In August 1758, the British destroyed Fort 
Frontenac [Kingston, ON] with its stock of 
supplies for the western posts. France’s 

Indigenous allies in the Ohio region concluded 
a separate peace with the British, forcing the 

French to abandon 
Fort Duquesne.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/james-abercromby/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/fort-ticonderoga/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/louisbourg/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/st-lawrence-river/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/fort-frontenac/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/kingston/


Fort Louisbourg
- The British were furious, they set up 

a blockade and tried to starve out 
the French. 

- They will move to attacking another 
fort, this time in Louisburg, Canada.  

- The British attempted taking this 
fort before but failed. However, in 
1758 they capture and destroy the 

fort, leaving only ruble. 

- In the same year, the British will 
successfully drive the French out of 

the Ohio Valley. 
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Two Main People in the 7 Years War: 

• British General 
James Wolfe 

• New France Military 
Commander 

Marquis de Montcalm 



New France- Siege of Quebec  
Major Players 

1.Major-General James Wolfe – 32 years old 
(British)

2.Major-General Louis-Joseph de Montcalm- 46 
years old (French)

British Goals

Wolfe had three goals: bombard Quebec to 
decrease moral, cut off ties to France via the St. 
Lawrence, and position the British close enough 
to land near Quebec. 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjhi6rvs4vmAhVaHDQIHRG4DWMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FJames_Wolfe&psig=AOvVaw0uzGjol7RbfZYjsUS6kEGH&ust=1574978926420224


Attack on Quebec & French 
Forts

• In 1759, the British mounted three campaigns 
against French fortifications on the mainland. 

• Two British armies advanced on Canada while a 
third captured Niagara.

• The Royal Navy brought Major-General James 
Wolfe with 9,000 men to Québec.

• After maneuvering fruitlessly all summer, Wolfe 
induced Montcalm to give battle on 13 
September 1759 outside Québec, and inflicted a 
shattering defeat in the Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham. 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/james-wolfe/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-the-plains-of-abraham/


French + 
First Nations 

• Quebec could not fall, or all of New France would soon 
follow.

• Quebec was geographically well situated, it was surrounded 
by high cliffs which made landing difficult for the British. 

• In an attempt to prepare for attack, Wolfe sent a large camp 
of men to the east of the city and waited for the British to 
attack. 

• The Indigenous First Nations allied with the French early 
on and had a long standing relationship. The First Nations 
fought along side one another, mainly because First Nations 
were worried about the British taking their land. 

• The more troops arrived from France, a growing dissonance
occurred between these two groups. 

Why do you think this is so?

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiK7r_-tIvmAhWAFjQIHfDWC-0QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britishbattles.com%2Ffrench-indian-war%2Fbattle-of-quebec-1759%2F&psig=AOvVaw3CJHPOplJXwMANlVyWmY6a&ust=1574979228858531


Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham September 12, 1759 

- Darkness fell and Wolfe located a small path that led 
up the side of a cliff, giving access to Quebec. 4,400 
troops will land within a couple of km’s of Quebec. 

- Montcalm kind of panics, he has 12,00 troops but 
they are 8km away. SO… instead he gathers 4,500 men 
to face Wolfe. 

- Both men face one another on the field. This battle 
reflected a European style, so the British stood their 
ground as the French stormed ahead. Once the French 
were about 35 away. They opened fire and shot. 

- The French were devastated. They retreated as they 
were attacked with bayonets. The city  of Quebec fell 
in 5 days. 

(Both Wolfe and Montcalm died from 
wounds sustained during the battle.) 
The city surrendered a few days later.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj-tvfQtovmAhUzPn0KHcFZBIYQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccbn-nbc.gc.ca%2Fen%2Fplains-abraham-museum%2F1759-virtual-exhibit%2F&psig=AOvVaw08C0InmWd2NfU9bi-ny412&ust=1574979616003960






End of the War – Historical Significance

• Both Wolfe and Montcalm will die on the battlefield. 

• There was a bit of back and forth. The French will 
regain control of Quebec after the British fleet leaves. 

• Once British reinforcements arrive, they will take 
Quebec back and soon after Montreal surrender. 

• Once Montreal has surrendered, the 7 Year War will 
end. 

• Britain and France were still fighting outside of North 
American so a peace treaty wont be signed until 1763.

This battle was Significant for many reasons

1. Symbolic victory.          2. French ego was hurt. 



Treaty of Paris, 1763 
• Once the treaty is signed, France formally gives 

up all of its control in North America. This 
formally ends the Seven Years War. 

• After the war, French troops will return to 
France.

• French colonists remained, roughly 70,000 
people. Those who wanted to leave (wealthy 
merchants, etc) left at their own expense.

• Bit of a problem here, these colonists were 
French speaking and Catholic, socially very 
different from the British. 

• The Spanish also took control of the territories 
west of the Mississippi.

• France only kept two tiny islands, Saint-Pierre 
and Miquelon.
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Indigenous + British  
The Indigenous First Nations WERE NOT INCLUDED in 
any of the negotiations or signing of any treaty. 

- It is safe to say that the way of life that existed 
between the French (courier de bois) and Indigenous 
was mutually beneficial. This is because the French 
did not meddle in Indigenous territory.

- The British are more concerned with settling and 
farming. This meant the Indigenous peoples lost their 
autonomy, and were not seen as partners. 

- Yes the French had settled here, but they were of the 
way of the fur trading enterprise.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinuq7CuYvmAhWvHDQIHTt4DPcQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnhistorybits.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F07%2F12%2Fvoyageurs-and-coureur-des-bois%2F&psig=AOvVaw14fDO3ETKIt7ea0wVh6wNv&ust=1574980439465830


Indigenous Peoples– Responses

• Pontiac was an Ottawa Chief who was born in 
the Ohio Valley and had a friendly relationship 
with the French.

• He addressed the First Nations War Council 
and urged them to take arms against the 
British.

• What occurred were battles all along the Ohio 
Valley.

• The British General, General Amherest, 
apparently handed out infected blankets as 
way to disable the Indigenous peoples…

• Pontiac’s initiatives will fail as he became 
unfocused. He will sign a peace treaty with the 
British in 1766 and will be stabbed to death in 
1769.
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Royal Proclamation 
of 1763 + Quebec Act 

• The British government soon realized 
that the Indigenous people’s rights were 
not easily solvable. 

• They decided to recognize formally that 
lands east of the Appalachians as First 
Nations’ title to the lands of the west. 

• The Royal Proclamation also effected the 
French colonist. First, life was to remain 
the same, but this proclamation changed 
that.  

• Government would not allow Catholics 
to hold public office and would be left 
out of government. 

• This was an obvious issue and Carleton, 
the English Governor, recognized so he 
decided to make some exceptions. 



The Royal Proclamation & 
the Indigenous Peoples

• The Royal Proclamation 
(sometimes referred to as the 
“Indian Bill of Rights”) was 
designed to give the First 
Nations peoples some control 
over their lands, at least in the 
areas that had not been 
settled by Europeans. 

• It set up a formal framework 
for creating treaties between 
the British and the Indigenous 
Peoples.



The Royal Proclamation…Changes 
came: THE QUEBEC ACT

• Quebec Act, 1774, passed by the British 
Parliament to institute a permanent 
administration in Canada replacing the 
temporary government created at the time of 
the Proclamation of 1763. 
It gave the French Canadians complete 
religious freedom and restored the French 
form of civil law.

• Contrary to the proclamation — which aimed 
to assimilate the French Canadian population 
— the Quebec Act was passed to gain the 
loyalty of the local French-speaking majority of 
the Province of Quebec. The Act guaranteed 
the freedom of worship and restored French 
property rights. 

• The Act, however, had dire consequences for 
Britain’s North American empire. Considered 
one of the five “Intolerable Acts,” the Quebec 
Act was one of the direct causes of the 
American Revolution...



Quebec Act 

• These adaptions to the Royal Proclamation were 
meant to ease the lives of the French Canadians. 
Some changes were:

1. Quebec’s boundaries were extended.

2. French-speaking Catholics could participate in 
government, 

3. Freedom of religion + language was 
guaranteed. 

Some English were not to happy about these 
concessions, but it can be said that the Quebec 
Act laid the framework for Canadian 
development. 

http://totallyhistory.com/quebec-act-of-1774/


So… What Changes happened in North 
America after 1763?


